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HE KEEPERS of the Liberty of Enc 1 and, by the Authority of Parliament : To all Par. 
ſons, Miniſters, LeAturers, Vicars, and Curates: and alſo to all Juſtices of the peace, Mayors, 
Sheriffs, Bayliffs, Conſtables, Church-Wardens, and Headborovghs; and to all Officers of Cicies; 
Boroughs, and Townes corporate ; and to all other Officers, Miniſters, and People whatſoever 
they be, as well within Liberties, as without, to whom theſe preſents ſhall come greeting, 
the Towne of Great Farring1on and Weſtbrook, in the County of Berks, conſiſting of about three hun- 
Houſes (amongſt which were neare fifry Houſes pelonging to poore Orphanes;: and other Houſes for cha- 
cirable nſes) together with the Church there, were lately all demoliſhed and conſumed by a fad and fearfull acci- 
dent of Fire, as appeares as well by the humble ſupplication and Petition of the diſtreſſed Inhabitants of the ſaid 
Towne ; as alſo by a Certificate made at the generall Aſſizes and Gaole delivery holden at Reading in the (aid 
, the twelfth day of March, 1646. nnder the hands of the then Judges of Aſſize for the ſaid County, and 
ander the hands of George Purefoy, Edmund Dunch,T homas Fettiplace, Samuel Dunch,T anfeild Vachel, William Hide, 
fubert Packer, William Barker, Daniel Blagrave, and William Tromball, Eſquires, Juſtices of peace within the 
aid County ; and ſubſcribed alſo by the Grand Inqueſt of the ſame County : And as it then appeared to the ſaid 
of Aſſize, Jultices of peace, and Grand Inqueſt, by the Certificate of fifteen able, honeſt, and ſubſtantiall 
Work-men, ( who ſuſteined no lofle by the ſaid Fire ) the faid Houſes fo as aforeſaid conſumed, contcined twelve 
haadred and ten Bayes of building, and according to their valuation, the loſe thereby ſuſtcined by the ſaid Inhabi- 
rants amounted to forty nine thouſand three hundred and thirty pounds, beſides the ſaid Church which amounted 
tothree thouſand three hundred threeſcore and two pounds ; and abundance of Goods and Proviſion by the ſaid 
Fire alſo conſumed, to the value of four thouſand two hundred fourſcore and four pounds and upwards,the whole 
loſe in all amounting to fifty fix thouſand nine hundred threeſcore & ſixteen pounds and upwards, to the utter un- 
doing of the ſaid Inhabitants, cheir Wives, Children, and Families, who formerly lived in good credit, arid were 
thle and willing to give relief to others. 

And moreover, the ſaid buildings and Houſes being the proper Inheritance of the ſaid Inhabitants, who yearly 

id to the Lord of the Manour onely a Quit-rent of ſmall value, and ſo the ſaid loſle pecnliarly theirs ; they are 
now by this untimely and fad accident utterly bereft both of their Houſes and Eſtates. 

And whereas alſo the ſaid Towne being before the ſaid Fire a Market Towne of great antiquity, much reſpe&ed 
and reſorted unto by Perſons of the greateſt rank and * 7x 6 and a Thorow-fare for Paſſengers from the Weſt 
parts of England unto the City of London, and a repoſe for Travellers ; is now become a forlorne and miſerable 
ſpeRacle, and the Inhabitants (being in number twelve hundred ſouls and upwards) are moſt of them diſperſed in- 
todivers parts of Expland, and conſtrained to live in Out-houſes, and other deſolate places ; and fo are likely to 
end their daies in miſery, unlefle God move the hearts of wel-diſpoſed People in compaſſion towards them. 

For the furtherance of which pious and charitable work, the Parliament taking into conſideration the great mi- 
ſery of the ſaid Inhabitants, the former fame and beauty of the ſaid Towne, and commodiouſneſſe thereof for 
Trvellers,and how pious & neceſſary a work it will be to Re-build the ſaid Town & Church, have lately Ordered 
2nd ordained, That there ſhould be a ColleRion of the free and charitable benevolence of all charitable and wel- 
diſpoſed People in all the Counties, Cities, Townes corporate, Priviledge places, and all other Places within 
Ewglandand Wales, for reliefe of the ſaid Inhabirants, and re-building of their ſaid Town and Church. To which 
intent and purpoſe Letters Patents have formerly paſſed the Great Seale. 

Know ye therefore thae We being willing that ſuch relief may be afforded to them herein, as to others in like 
caſes hath been heretofore granted ; and not doubting but that all good people will be ready to extend their libe- 
rall contributions towards the relief, help, and comfort of ſo great a number of their diſtreſſed Brethren, in this 
their great necefſity,have now renewed the ſaid Licence,and have given & granted,and by theſe Letters Patents,do 
give and grant unto the ſaid Inhabitants of the faid Towne of Great Farringdon and Weſtbrooke, and to their 
Deputy and Deputies the Bearer and Bearers hereof (authorized thereto, as hereafter is expreſſed) full power, 
licence, and authority, to aske, gather, receive, and take the Almes and charitable benevolence of all wel-diſpoſed 

whatſoever inhabiting in any of che ſaid Cities, Townes corporate, Priviledged places, Pariſhes, Villages, 
and all other places whatſoever within England and Wales, for, and towards the recovery of their ſaid loſſes, and 
reliefand maintenance of themſelves, their Wives, Children, and Families. 

Wherefore, We will and command you, and every of you, that at ſuch time, and times as the faid Inhabitants 
of the Towne of Great Farringdan and Weſtbrooke aforeſaid, their Deputy and Deputies the Bearer or Bearers 
hereof authorized as forckid, (hall come or repaire to any your Churches, Chappels, or other places, to deliver a 
 Copie or Brief of theſe our Letters Patents, 'that you the ſaid Parſons, Miniſters, LeRurers, Vicars, Curates, and 
Chucch-Wardens, doe receive the ſame accordingly, without any manner your lets or contradiftions. 

And you the ſaid Parſons, Miniſters, LeQurers, Vicars, and Curats, for the better ſtirring up of a charitable de. 
"tion deliberately to publiſh and declare the tenor of theſe preſents, or the Copie or Briete hereof unto the ſaid 
good people upon the Lords day or Faſt day next after the ſame ſhall be tendered unto you, exhorting and per- 

ding themto extend their liberall contributions in ſo good and charitable a deed. 

And you the Church- Wardens of every pariſh where ſuch ColleRion is to be made (as aforeſaid) to collet and 

the Almes and charitable benevolence as well of Strangers, as your Fellow- Pariſhioners: And what ſhall 

by you ſo gathered to be by the Miniſter and your ſelves endorſed on the back-ſide of theſe preſents, or the 

Copic or Brief hereof in words at lengrh, and not in figures : And the ſumme and ſummes of money ſo gathered 

adendorſed, to deliver to the Bearer or Bearers of theſe Letrers Patents, and to no other Perſon whenſoever 
Jou ſhall be thereunto required. | 

And Laſtly, Our will and pleaſure is (for the more aſſurance of faithfuil and equall dealing in the reccipt, ac- 
compte, and'diſtribution of the Monies hereby to be collefted by vertue of theſe preſents ) that no man ſhall re- 
Civeany of the Monies ſo colle&ed but ſuch as ſhall be appointed by Deputation under the Hands and Seales of 
ir Robert Pye the younger Knight, George Purefoy, Thomas Fettiplace, and John Sourhby, Eſquires ; or any two of 
them, And that the Monics colleRed and raiſed by vertue thereof, ſhall be diſtributed amongſt ſuch only of thoſe 
lamnified by the ſaid Fire as are in this caſe fit to be relieved by publique charity,and by ſach proportions in equity 
Cconſcience, without favor or affeRion, to each of them as ſhall be thought fir,and ſet down in writing under the 
Hands of the Perſons above-named, or of any two of them as afore-ſaid, at ſuch times and places as ſhall be by 

m, or any two of them from time to time appointed for that purpoſe ; It being not our intention that any of 
aſe who otherwiſe are of ability, and-in the judgment of the ſaid Perſons, or any two of ther not fit to be re- 


leved by this Colletion ſhould be made partakers of it. And they, or any two of them ( in like manner ) toap= 
Point in whoſthatds the Monies colle&ed ſhall be kept untill the fame ſhall be diſtributed. And how the Ac- 
©Ompts thereof ſhallbe ordered according to the true intent and meaning of theſe preſents, Any Statute, Law, 
Ordinance, os proviſion heretofore made to the contrary hereof in any wiſe notwithſtanding. 


' © In Witneſſe whereof We have cauſed theſe Our Letters to be male Putents for the ſpace of two whole yeares (to 
be accounted from the ſixet day of September laſt paſt ) to endure and no longer. Witneſſe Our ſelves at Weſtmin- 
ſter the ſecond day of April, in the yeare of Our Lord, ont thouſaid ſix hiinartd forty wine. S404 
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